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•greatly contributed, perhaps have conflituted, the entire indepen* 
dence of Egypt, China, and India : it is worthy of obfervation, 
that, in thefe countries, where canals were moll in ufe, they 
never encouraged foreign commerce ; but feem to have arrived at 
their great opulence by a home trade, circulated through their ex- 
-tenflve and numerous navigations ; indeed, if agriculture and its 
dependencies may be confidered as the flamina of fociety, a well 
directed, and judicious, labour, would eafily produce the comforts 
(if not the elegancies) of life : Egypt, though not fo extenfive as Eng- 
land, in former ages contained many millions of inhabitants, and, 
as it is before obferved, they did not draw their refource from other 
countries; the produce of agriculture mull have been immenfe, 
and the principal fupport of the great body of the people. We 
are taught to believe, they were fo attentive to this, that not an 
inch of ground was loll ; the whole country being like a continued 
garden. This feems the more probable, when the peculiar advan- 
tages of the country are conlidered. 

Egypt is a llripe of land 550 miles in length; and in the greatefl 
width, from Alexandria to Damietta, not more than 125 miles; from 
thence it decreales in width till it approaches Nubia ; where it is con- 
fined between two chains of mountains, and contradled to little more 
than twelve or fifteen miles in breadth: through the whole length, 
the Nile defcends to the Mediterranean Sea; it may therefore be 
conlidered as a rich valley well watered. As the country is flat, 
and of an eafy defcent from one extremity to the other, it enabled 
the Egyptians to cut canals from any level they thought proper ; 
and to commence fo high as to continue the fame level to any deter- 
mined point ; thofe cuts, which anfwered the double purpofe of 
refervoirs to retain the waters of the Nile, and of canals to con- 
vey 
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vey the various produce, were fo numerous as not only to touch 
at every town and village, but even at many of the farm houfes ; 
added to thefe extraordinary advantages of water carriage, nature 
performed a moll material work for the farmer, by mingling 
with the ftream the foil of Abyflinia and Nubia, which being de- 
pofited as a fediment, and fpread over every field and corner of 
Egypt, by the overflowings of the Nile, formed a rich and fer- 
tilizing manure. 

We cannot conceive a more regular diflribution of the nutritious 
particles of earth, than was produced by thefe inundations ; which 
not only enriched, but meliorated, the foil ; hence little more was 
left for the diligence of the faimer than to fow his grain, and 
cover it with a harrow ; thus the Egyytian obtained an abundant 
harvefl with a moderate degree of labour. 

Here it is interefting to take a comparative view of fuch a level 
country as Egypt, and one diverfified by mountains. The nearer 
a hilly country can approach, by art, to fuch an equal diftribu- 
tion of manure as the Nile effected, fo much nearer it will be to 
the perfecting of agriculture, and the enjoyments of life; it is, 
indeed, curious to confider the infinity of labour which the inunda- 
tions faved, and which confequently might have been directed to 
other works ; the whole procefs of colledling, preparing, and depo- 
fxting the compofl on the grounds, was faved to the Egyptian 
labourer, with numerous other preparations requifite to the agri- 
culture of an irregular country. 

But obferve the immenfe number of hands employed in fuch 
a country as England; in digging marie, and foflilefand, in quar- 
rying lime-ftone, in mining for coal to burn the lime; and, in. 
ui ning it, remark the engines, kilns, implements, and apparatus, 

requifite 
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